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ialogue A

Making a Reservation of Hotel Rooms

(R=Rose, S=Mr. Smith)
R: Good morning, sir. What can I do for you?

S: I"d like to check in.

R: Can I have your name?

S: John Smith.

R: Would you please show me your passport?
S: Here you are.

R: Did you make a reservation in advance?
S: There should be.

R: Wait a moment, please. Let me check.

S: OK.

R: (Half a minute later) I’'m sorry. [ didn’t find your name in the reservation list.

S: Really? It’s impossible. The people of the meeting told me that they had made a reservation

for me a week ago.

R: Is something wrong with the hotel name? Can I take a look at your conference invitation?

S: Here you are.

R: The hotel you reserved is not ours. It’s another one next to Nanjing road.

S: Is it very far from here?

R: It’s not too far away. It takes you around 15 minutes to get there by taxi.

S: Can you call a taxi for me?
R: Of course.
S: Thanks, it’s very kind of you.
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(R=FE%¢, S=508H)
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ialogue B

Hotel Check-in and Check-out

(E=Emily, S=Mr. Smith)

E: Good morning, sir. Can [ help you?

S: I have reserved a room in this hotel online a week ago. Now I want to check in.

E: Please show me your passport.

S: Here you are. I'm Smith from USA for an international conference.

E: I’ve got your reservation information: A standard room for three nights, RMB 850 yuan
each night with breakfast.

S: Good.

E: Please fill in this form and remember to sign your name in the end.

S: OK, I've finished it. May I ask where it is for breakfast?

E: At Peony dining hall on the third floor. This is our name card and your room card. If you
have any questions, please contact us. May you have a pleasant stay!

S: Good. Thank you.

(Three days later.)

E: Good afternoon. Can I help you?

S: Good afternoon. I want to check out.

E: OK. Please let me have your room card. You can sit there first to have a rest. I’ll call you
after a while.

S: OK.

E: Mr. Smith, Room 1708, room fare in all is RMB 2,780 yuan. Which would you like to pay,
in cash or by credit card?

S: Credit card.

E: Please insert your password. May I have your company’s name written on the invoice?

S: This is my name card and please fill in the invoice based on it.

E: (A minute later) Please keep your invoice.

S: The elegant environment and attentive service in your hotel have left me a deep impression.

I will choose to stay here again next time!

: Welcome to our hotel next time! May you have a pleasant journey!
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(E=XOKT, S=i 871
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"&] Useful Related Expressions

1. Can I book a single room for my friend beforehand as he will arrive in Beijing tomorrow? F&GE4
FHYPATTT — A1 A 57 AR R 2kt

. I'want a double room with a bath. F& B —[E]H B KA

. Yes, we do have a reservation for you. &1, FATX LA EHITHYE] .

. How much a day do you charge? — Rk £ /1>7

. Do you have any vacant rooms in the hotel? Jf§ 5 B 25 4% 5 [A] 152

. Do you mind filling in this form and pay one hundred yuan in advance? {E S — T X5k £ FH- 1
fiF—H ik,

7. What should I fill in under ROOM NUMBER? “P[H]5H5” X —F2 i /E A HE?

8. You forgot to put in the date of your departure. £ THEHE )5 HHH,

9. How long do you intend to stay in the hotel? #R#EREL A2

S Ut s W N

10. Oh, you have no vacant room here. Can you help me recommend another hotel nearby? BE, X B

BEAZE BT o SR FAErr — T BRI (9 e 2
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ulture Tips

Basic Etiquette at the Hotel

Check-in etiquette: after entering the hotel lobby, first of all you should go to the
front desk to register. If you bring a lot of luggage, the doorman will help you carry
your luggage, then you can go to do the check-in after thanking the doorman politely.
The safest room is a room near the corridor because there are so many people walking
past there. The hallways and corridors are major public places in a hotel, so be sure
to remember not to act as you're in your home, even in your pajamas or bathrobe.
In addition, you should also be careful not to talk loudly and make noise, and do not
jump around.

Room etiquette: although cleaning the guest room is the job of waiters, you
should pay attention to keep clean. All the waste should be thrown in the garbage
basket. In the bathroom, don'’t get the water everywhere. If you want to stay for a
few days, you can leave a note to tell the room attendant that the bed sheets and
toothbrushes don’t need to be changed every day. Such guests will be respected and
welcomed by the hotel. After eating in the room, use napkins to clean the bowl and
dish, and put it in the passageway outside the guest room. Shampoo, toothbrush,
soap, envelopes, stationery, and other gadgets can be taken away, but note that some
items are paid for. Meeting with friends should pay attention to be temperate and the

meeting time should not be too long, generally not later than 23 o’ clock.
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Check-out etiquette: Don't take it for granted that you can take towels, pajamas,
or other items away from the hotel because of the strict hotel management of the
goods, which can make you in an awkward situation, ending up with paying for it.
If you want some souvenirs, check out the hotel store. If you accidentally break the
hotel’s belongings, don’t hide and deny the fact, and you should be willing to take

responsibility for compensation.
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Learn to Smile

It is important to learn to smile in a hotel. Whether it’s meeting a hotel guest or
a service person, greeting them with ease can make each other feel better—even if the
language isn’t working. Remember that "smile is the best solution to everything". If
you want to show more kindness, try not to throw your clothes around in the room.
It’s a good idea to hang them up or put them in boxes. Remember to lock up or carry
around valuables. Don’t try to throw things into the trash can. If the room is too
messy, leave some extra money for the room service staff in consideration of the fact
that she has a lot of work to do in a day. Try your best to tip notes or larger coins,
because each service staff, like you, don'’t like small coins, for they don’t want to pass

the guest with the sound of "jingle" from the small coins.
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Dining and Economy

When eating breakfast buffet, please wait in line for the service staff to seat
you. Don’t walk in or jump in. If you have a room attendant, you may have a chance
to get a free dessert, but remember to leave the tip for it. If you want the hotel staff
to bring breakfast to your room, remember to pay extra for this special breakfast
even if the previous reservation includes breakfast. Remember all the cafeteria rules:
don’t waste, don’t pack. If you invite outside friends or non-executive floor guests to
the restaurant, please pay for them. Environmentally-friendly hotels will encourage
guests to reuse towels. Please try to support this rule, not only saving water, but also
reducing the burden on staff. Remember to turn off the TV and air conditioning before

going out.
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ituational Oral Practice

I Complete the dialogue with the following sentences from the box.

A. where’s the exercise room?
B. We have a reservation for tonight.
C. I thought something like that would be included in the price of the room.

D. What time is the restaurant open for breakfast?

Situation: 3k A E 1) —XHER AN XIFZET/N AR B EOR 2 0 BB . b
>3] Rose Hotel HYRT S INEAMETFLE, B G Mary P HAERRAAT /

Mary: Good afternoon. Can I help you?

Mr. Liu: Hi. 1 We just want to check in.

Mary: Sure. What’s your name?

Mr. Liu: Mike Liu.

Mary: Okay. Let me check here. Um. Here’s your key to open your door. You’re in Room 960.
Just walk down this hall, and you’ll see the elevators on your right.

Mr. Liu: Oh, okay, and 2

Mary: It serves breakfast from 6:30—10:00 a.m.

Mr. Liu: Oh, okay. And, uh, 3 I’d like to run a couple of miles before going to

bed tonight.

Mary: It’s on the third floor, and it’s open till 10 tonight, but the treadmill isn’t working.

Mr. Liu: And do you have wireless Internet in the rooms?

Mary: Of course. We have free wireless Internet in each room.

Mr. Liu: Oh, great. And every room has a refrigerator, right?

Mary: Well, we can have one put in your room for an additional five pounds a night.

Mr. Liu: Ah. 4

Mary: Sorry, sir.

11
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IT Work in groups to make a new dialogue according to the following situation.

Situation: frHRE)— R BIPRESR T, PIRE—X/IMERIN B 75 B E T-22, BE AL

PHHRAEBUR 2, —NER N TSR A . — 3 EHE T S AR pe A R 55,
—igptuiE xR, fERE T RS A, B BIIEAEWR R /

Useful Sentences for Reference

. Are you checking out now? #FLLEIR p g, 2
. The last hotel we stayed at charged us for a late checkout. | IRFRAMEAIIBE B4 H A FATE 5

BT Lt T

. The hotel isn’t booked this week, so it’s not a problem. 3X A EIERAWITH %, FFLIKER,

. The room was great. The beds were really comfortable, and we weren’t expecting our own fridge.

DrlAARANGS . PRECBOIRET IR, FRATBARBNE A VKA .

. We were disappointed that the pool wasn’t open this morning. 4~ KB FiiFik i r, FfiTH L

K,

. We had a nice swim last night anyhow. A1 FE KM HFHEGE RN

Will you pay by credit card? A F <45 Mg 2

.l pay in cash. &4 47
. So the total comes to £ 180, including tax. FL4HBIAE P —ILIE 180 BLdg

10. I thought it was an average of € 155. That’s what they said when we checked in. FEAE -2 3k n;

2o 155 e o RT3 B S5 G S URRATTRY .

11. There is an extra room charge on your bill. 7EMKEA A —2E%5 4K BRI 2% F
12. Now, I’l1 just need to ask you for your room keys. IUFETE G A1 AHRLA T .

13. First of all, the hotel is so beautiful. It looks like a garden. I enjoy it. Then, foods are delicious and

some of them are amazing. Most important reason is that the bed is so big and soft that I don’t
want to get up every morning. It’s wonderful here. |56, EAIRGAER —FEEm ., HIK, Yk
SSERR SOMNEL, B BB, RIRFEHRETE, LA T IR IR 1 o BB R 1)

14. Some hotels provide conference facilities to attract business meetings, interviews or press

conferences and other activities. —SERIFFESINIRS, RIFBER SN R, FlEEGLs
AL 3

15. 1 want to live here again if | come to this city again. W F KR —EBFAEXH,

%
&
1
2
3
4
5
6
7.
8
9
12
SN~—
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Situation Description
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ialogue A

Network Gar and Shared Bicycle

(L= Mpr. Li, D= David)

L:
D:

It’s raining outside. You arrived so early. How did you get to the company this morning?

I used Didi ridesharing app (abbreviated from application), which helped me contact the

taxi driver in a minute.

: Oh, that’s a very good taxi-taking app. I like using it to call a taxi, too.

: You just need to input your destination and time you are to set off. The nearby taxi driver
will get the information and contact you immediately.

: They know your location and arrive in a minute with the help of map. Is it very convenient,
isn’t it?

: Yes. What’s more, it is absolutely easy to click on the app, push a few buttons, and have a
taxi at your doorstep within minutes. It’s amazing!

: This new economic model benefits the average smartphone consumers. Its core is access
but not ownership.

: A paper released by New York University found that the low-income participants gained
more in this new economy.

: It means more and more common people are enjoying the benefit of Chinese economic
development.

: Apart from that, there are also several bike sharing apps in my smartphone, including
Mobike, ofo and Bluegogo.

: Really? Me, too. In spring, I like riding bikes for ten minutes in the morning after I come
out of the subway station.

: This year, there is China’s bike-sharing boom in charts. The brightly bicycles are
everywhere and people in urban cities feel fashionable and environment-friendly after
riding them in the streets.

: These sharing bicycles can be picked up and left anywhere. The bicycles are locked by the

user after riding, and then unlocked by the next rider by using a mobile app and scanning a QR

code (abbreviated from Quick Response Code or two-dimensional barcode) on the bike.
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D:

Sharing Economy %X 4% Unit2

: How convenient it is!

: There is frequently traffic jam in Beijing. Many drivers prefer to choose to go to work by

taking subway and then using sharing bikes instead of driving.

: Chinese government is now advocating to build resource-efficient and environment-

friendly cities. Nowadays many young people have become carpoolers. With strong
awareness of environment protection, they prefer carpooling with other colleagues to and

from work to driving by oneself.

: Riding sharing bikes is a wise choice. It can not only exercise your body but also contribute

to the environment with no congestion but with clean air.

: I can’t agree with you more.

: This morning, we are going to visit our regular customers. It’s not too far away from here.
: Let’s use Didi app to hail a taxi!

: Good idea!
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ialogue B

(L= Mpr. Li, D= David)
L:

D:
L:
: Rice set is better. | feel like eating grilled cubed beef steak set for lunch today, even though

=

o O o O

(looking at the watch) Oh, it’s almost twelve o’clock. We have to stop working. It’s time to
have lunch.
We’d better order take-away food, which can save a lot of time.

I agree with you. What would you like to have for lunch, rice set or noodles?

steamed rice with curry flavored I had last time is OK.

: I often order beef noodles via mobile Meituan application.

: Hold the mobile phone in hand, click Meituan, choose the kind of food, order the food, and

then pay by Wechat or Alipay.

: Mine is faster. Open Meituan app, press the button of ordering food. Just click the history

record. My frequently-ordered beef noodles have been there. The Meituan.com offers lots
of vouchers on local services and entertainment. It is said that Meituan accounts for the

largest market share by revenue.

: Its slogan is that Meituan provides everything including eating, drinking, playing,

entertaining and so on, isn’t it?

: Yes, you are right. The takeaway platform rise is a trend of sharing economy development.

: To order take-away food online is better than going to the fast food restaurant, because it

can offer me a variety of choices as well as saving a lot of time.

: And it’s much cheaper for the sake of discount and voucher.

: Besides Meituan, public remark web (dianping.com) and Baidu take-away food are also

good choices when you feel hungry.

: Thank you for your recommendation. You can see lots of deliverymen rushing in the street

by motorcycles at dining peak in order to make each consumer enjoy hot meal with original

taste and flavor.

: High quality of take-away food ensures our high quality of life.
: Oh, listen. Someone is knocking at the door.
: Our food is arriving. Open the door quickly. It is so fast.

: Less talk, more eat. Let’s enjoy the meal. They are so delicious.

17
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Sharing Economy £Z &% Unit2
"&n Useful Related Expressions

1. Nowadays, it’s very popular to carpool with friends to and from work in Beijing. BLZE L IR AT
AN[A] B2 E L

2. I prefer to use Didi app to hail the taxi, because it’s convenient and cheap. 35 = Xk F 1 i A4 +T
%, PONEBRT X

3. I think Meituan is better than Ele, because the deliveryman with a smiling face is much faster. &%
FEAILLER T a5F, BUOAIER RESELF, B8R,

4. I won’t worry my lunch any more from now on, for several new take-away meal apps including
Dazhongdianping and Baiduwaimai have been installed in my mobile phones. Mt A5 AN H
ORI T, BB SR A G KA PP BE AR 3 L4 22 AR R T
BT,

5. It is said that all Mobikes are free to ride this week and red packet containing money is available
after using. W ULIX Ji] Fir A7 BEFE R 40 S 2 s, 6 SE 3 e A ZL 0 Wi !

6. Didi has changed the way people travel. Now many people have been used to being picked up

downstairs after a couple of minutes when the Didi app is clicked by their fingers. J&H S T A
MTHAT I A NI & SIS TR, S50 = 70 Bh BLRRAE RS T ol 4= .




20

ulture Tips

Ridesharing

Ridesharing may refer to the sharing of vehicles by passengers. In recent years
carpool is a hot word especially in big cities. It refers to the sharing of car in journeys
for unfamiliar persons so that more than one person travels in a car. Lots of city
dwellers have installed some online ridesharing apps in their mobile phones. In
Canada and the United States, Ridesharing.com is a ride matching website for daily
commute and long distance rideshare. In Beijing, Didi is the most popular real-time
ridesharing apps. It is a third-party matchmaking application providing a form of
commercial taxi-like service in which vehicles are operated by lots of independent
contractors. The customers just need to book the service and pay in Alipay or Wechat
over the Internet.

The benefits of such apps are as the following: On one hand, drivers for
ridesharing platforms such as Didi in Chinese mainland don’t need to be on
tenterhooks anymore. They can choose the service based on their convenience. For
example, they drive near the city center, where just there are customers in need of
cars. They can pick them up directly instead of return to a fixed place to wait for the
customer. This saves them a great deal of time.

Another reason why the Chinese government has given the green light to online
ride-hailing services is that on the other hand, the customers don’t need to stand
there to wait for the cars so long, as the nearby cars may be passing there right now.
In addition, the immediate feedback from the Internet is also an advancement. For
instance, the screen of the mobile phone shows that the drivers are going to arrive ten

minutes later, which are convenient for the car renters.
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Sharing

Sharing is the joint use of a resource. In its narrow sense, it refers to joint or
alternating use of inherently finite goods, such as a common pasture or a shared
residence. In a broader sense, it includes free granting of use rights to goods, such as
information. Sharing is a basic component of human interaction, and is responsible
for strengthening social ties and ensuring a person’s well-being.

Sharing economy means that people sell or purchase the unoccupied resources
via online transaction. As a new economy mode, the sharing economy is playing a
more and more crucial part in our modern life. A large number of people benefit a
lot from the sharing economy. Above all, it contributes to making good use of the
resources. People, who own available stuff and don’t use it for the moment, can sell or
rent it to others who need it. Thus, it’s beneficial for both of them, for not only can the
seller or renter make money but the purchaser can save money. Moreover, it can make
sure that things can be used as many times as possible instead of being abandoned. In

addition, it helps to build up trust between each other.
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Information sharing is essential to the protection of critical infrastructure and to
furthering cybersecurity for the nation. Apart from this, many libraries in universities
have built library sharing system for requesting documents (books, articles, patents,
etc.) for people’s research. Resource sharing services offer several options for
providing access to materials held in collections or obtaining materials available from

other libraries.
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ituational Oral Practice

I Complete the dialogue with the following sentences from the box.

A. Why not have an outing this weekend?
B. get a red packet after riding for half an hour.
C. I suggest going to the Beihai Park by sharing bike.

D. Spring is also my favorite season.

Situation: FJGHIYE, ERIMEFET IEFRTT. ANTKRZZEMRIE TAEPIAE T, i 5 R Jim
ALF XA AR e FE S i g b A Pl i B /

Mr. Zhang: In spring, it is a good time to go out on bright days.
Jim: T like spring in Beijing.

Mr. Zhang: 1 People feel quite comfortable when the weather is becoming

warmer and warmer in spring.

Jim: The flowers are showing their smiles to us. The birds are singing happily in the trees.

Mr. Zhang: Many young people choose to have an outing in spring when the grass has just
turned green.

Jim: How cool it is when you feel the gentle breeze on your face!

Mr. Zhang: 2

Jim: A great idea! How and where to go?

Mr. Zhang: 3

Jim: Nowadays riding sharing bikes is a green way to go out.

Mr. Zhang: It is said that you will also have a chance to 4

Jim: Fantastic!
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IT Work in groups to make a new dialogue according to the following situation.

Situation: FJtHIYE, NKE FH Jim ALFEALHE A T H 5= B, — NRIRE 1 ERARIZ .

24

HEREAE AT AT Wk TR, BLEELBS G A 7 ek 1 45 XOSREL.
FVEAEERRT, TR EALHAR Celectronic fence positioning technology) EL&ETT &,
W A A FLLE T ot /

Useful Sentences for Reference

. With the development of technology, bicycle sharing comes into people’s lives. It becomes more

and more popular. BEETAKE, HLEREZEAN NI . EARRBORBSZ N,

. Bicycle sharing makes people travel more conveniently. The price of one trip is very low and it can

save time for people. LRI NATHATEAER] . A IEE, 5 WA,

. At the same time, we should see that there are some problems caused by bicycle sharing. [E]f}, 3t

MG E

. Even kids can open the lock and ride the bicycle. Such behavior is very dangerous. £ )| 2 th ]

TR, XAAT ARG -

. What’s more, some people deliberately break it, such as throwing it to the river, putting it in a

hidden place or destorying the code on it. 1fj H., —$8 A\#iihe . Ebandizm B, w3k
GO R 27 N D e LS

. Parking bikes in disorder near subway station is a common problem. k5 1% 47 & AN 23 o] 75

. In order to regulate parking order, our government should make policy to forbid sharing bikes riders

to stop randomly. 24 1 MIVEAZ BRI, BATRIBUR . 24 i) B, 4814 A 3L = 3 22 (1 A\ Bl
fEELAELSC

. Electronic fence positioning technology is being developed. H-FFF2 B F AR IELER X o
. Every citizen should keep in mind that never park sharing bike in a disorderly way. A2 R# N

FLRATEILE R,
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ialogue A

Artificial Intelligent Machine

(S=Mr. Sun, D= Denny)

S: As a tech junkie, I follow the latest updates in artificial intelligence with great interest. Have
you ever wondered what it would be like if machines could think?

D: No, I can’t imagine it. A few decades ago, such an idea may only appear in science fiction,
but nowadays it’s not so far-fetched.

S: Exactly. Though AlphaGo has beaten Ke and this experience is certainly symbolic, it does
not mean that true artificial intelligence has come. Known as “weak AI”, AlphaGo operates
as pre-defined with no self-awareness. We haven’t developed anything closer to full
artificial intelligence.

D: Yes, that’s right. But we never stop trying. Now China is surpassing the United State in Al
research with lots of tech giants, such as Baidu, Didi and Tencent. All of them have set up
their own research labs.

S: That’s really great. Kai-Fu Lee, the former head of Google China, has even predicted that
Al is about to replace 50% of entire jobs in the next decade. He claims that it would be a
tech revolution which will eclipse all the others “added together”.

D: That reminds me of a similar warning given by the billionaire founder of Tesla and SpaceX,
Elon Musk three years ago. He said that humans would be more and more likely regarded
as “just the biological boot loader for digital super intelligence”.

S: Oh, I remember that the Chinese film director Zhang Yimou shared the same view in his
latest work, the stage play, 2047 Apologue. The background is set in the unpredictable
future, and there’s an eight-minute laser dance show.

D: Is it really necessary to be so anxious? Jaron Lanier, a US computer scientist, composer,
performer and philosopher, has argued that it is impossible for men to create a true Al at
present because we humans have not fully understood how brains work. As a result, we

can’t build one.
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: That makes sense. With all the progress in science and technology over the past few

decades, we still can’t say for sure how perception works, where memories are stored and

what really constitutes consciousness.

: So how can we make the artificial intelligence if we can’t answer these most fundamental

questions about how information is processed?

: Yeah, I can’t agree more. There’s no doubt that it’s extremely difficult to create a “strong

AI”. We just need wait and see. Hopefully, it wouldn’t put an end to our species as

predicted.

: So we shouldn’t take Al passively, but embrace and explore Al to find out how Al can help

us. We should learn to use Al, and find clever ways to cooperate with it.

(S=ANE4E, D=F1JE)

S
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S: HL b, APt re [ R K 2R SR S R O - B752047) AR T
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lalogue B

Human-machine Chess Playing

(S=Mpr. Sun, D= Denny)

S: Chinese Go player Ke Jie who was the world No. 1 before was defeated by computer
program AlphaGo in his three duels of competition. Now lots of people begin to discuss
about it online.

D: Yeah. I remembered that match began at 10:30 in Wuzhen, Zhejiang Province. Though Ke
lost his previous two matches against AlphaGo, he showed his brilliant skills and insisted
to fight till the end. After this game, we surprisingly found that the advancement of Al has
far exceeded our imagination. AlphaGo has played millions of games against itself after the
initial programming due to its self-taught ability.

S: You know what? Even Nie Weiping, vice president of the Chinese Weiqi Association, who
was a Chinese weiqi legend also agrees that AlphaGo can beat any human player.

D: I agree with Nie. I don’t think the match means anything because there’s a huge gap
between the two sides. There’s little doubt about who will win. After all, AlphaGo is a
machine. The gap between a human player and AlphaGo is like a race competition between
a bike and a plane, or even between a car and a spacecraft.

S: And I learned that Nie thought that AlphaGo should be a coach for weiqi players as there
was much to learn from the Al program’s unusual moves in the three matches.

D: But I heard that Jack Ma, the chairman and founder of China’s e-commerce giant Alibaba
Group, took down on Google’s artificial intelligence AlphaGo at the Big Data Expo held
in Guiyang, Guizhou Province, and urged Chinese enterprises not to develop such things as
AlphaGo.

S: Oh, he had a different view from others. I wonder why he said so.

D: He explained: “Go game is interesting and fun, and the point is I can wait for my opponent
to play wrong so that I can win. But the machine never plays wrong and it can work out the
next 300 steps while you can only think about the next three. It is not fun any more, and it
deprives the biggest fun that makes us happy.”

S: That’s true. Ma also believes that Al should work for humans to do useful things that human
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are unable to do, rather than just to spoil human’s fun.

D: Yeah, that’s right. After all, AlphaGo is a cold machine. Compared to humans, we cannot

feel its passion and longing for the game.

(S:ﬂ\flﬁ/;t 5 D:}E)
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&n Useful Related Expressions

1. AI will have a number of positive impacts on our daily lives. A T8 GER-SXTFATHI B H A= 06 7=

HEVFZ R

. Think hard about how much of what you do every day is repetitive and could potentially be done

by intelligent robots or computers. Remember, we already have self-driving cars and trucks. Drones
can lay bricks, and intelligent computers can diagnose illnesses and issue prescriptions. The areas
that computers still struggle with include creativity, problem solving and connecting with people on
a human level. fFERARREAREE AR TAE A 20 RHE R ol IO REPLAY ALK
SEA . ICERANIE 2RI T Al 3R % ol LUREERITC AL, w] LLZ Wi I
TFRALTT A RETT RNl HBTTHRA LI IR AR A SO R B3 g | Tk Tl A RE ) LA B A
NZRJZ FHARIIR A

3. Artificial intelligence, or Al for short, is being adopted at a frightening rate. We can see that in our

own private lives with AT assistants such as Apple’s Siri, Google’s Now, Microsoft’s Cortana and
Amazon’s Alexa becoming increasingly competent at helping us to run our lives. They can manage
schedules, proactively let us know about travel delays or breaking news and inform us of upcoming
events that they think will interest. N T fE, BUEHR AL 1ELMS AR EE B AATIAERS

TEFNTAARANAE TS BB A B T RERY B R, PR Siri, A4 Now . B Cortana
PASO S ifh Y Alexa 7EHS B BRIA TAY A 16 07 R IS BOR MUY . BATRESAE BEH 23k, £
HEFRENR TIRFIE R AL R FMHE, B RRATENTA IR B8R i FF

4. AlphaGo, which was developed by London-based Al Company DeepMind Technologies, stunned

the Go community a year ago when it trounced South Korean grandmaster Lee Se-Dol four games
to one—the first time a computer programme beat a top player in a full contest. P /RS 183
DeepMind 2 FIWE A RN TR REREF . —4FHT, FlZRIEAILL 42 1 B9 GHTI00: FE R AR 2
e, BORTRHURR Y H RS B A Bl e e b i T, —BES R A TR =

. The win over Lee was hailed as a technology landmark, fuelling visions of a brave new world of

Al that can not only drive cars and operate “smart homes”, but potentially help mankind figure out
some of the most complex scientific, technical and medical problems. FAJ /R 270 BB R 2
BORGURAT AR, AN DT AR T RERSUR AR . A TR BEA AT LI R
EAE “HRERIE” , WIFERERF N AR N 20 R | BRI B M
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ulture Tips

The 2017 World Robot Conference

The 2017 World Robot Conference was held in Beijing from Aug 22 to 27, 2017, with
various world-famous robot companies showcasing the latest robotic technologies
that can handle work and daily tasks, like playing the piano and performing a surgical
operation.

The conference was hosted by Beijing Municipal Government, the Ministry
of Industry and Information Technology and China Association for Science and
Technology.

Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp, Swiss engineering group company ABB Group and
other world-leading companies displayed the industry’s latest achievements, including
specialized industrial and service robots and artificial intelligence technologies. It
covers a total exhibition area of 50,000 square meters.

At the forums held during the conference, more than 300 worldwide industry
experts and entrepreneurs shared the status quo of the robotics and artificial
intelligence industry, research and applications, and discussed future trends in the
industry.

Xu Xiaolan, secretary-general of Chinese Institute of Electronics, said the conference
created an international robotic technologies communication platform for worldwide
firms. It allowed entrepreneurs to have a better access to the latest development of
robotic technologies, which also helped them to avoid reinventing the wheel.

China became the world’s biggest market for industrial robots in 2013, surpassing
Japan, according to the International Federation of Robotics. And the robotics
federation estimates that China will likely usher in more than one-third of the

industrial robots installed worldwide in 2018.
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City Brain

The Hangzhou government launched a new project, titled “City Brain’, with
Alibaba Group and Foxconn Technology Group at the 2016 Computing Conference in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province.

City Brain, an artificial intelligence hub, will use big data to help the city “think”
and make decisions. It aims to build Hangzhou into a smart city with the ability to
self-regulate and even interact with human beings.

The core of City Brain will use the ET artificial intelligence technology of Ali
cloud, which can conduct overall real-time analysis of the city, automatically deploy
public resources and amend defects in urban operations.

The first step of the City Brain project is to collect data relating to infrastructure
facilities including transportation, resources and water supply. The partners will
integrate data resources scattered around the city to navigate its “neural network’.

According to Hua Xiansheng, a machine vision scientist at Ali Cloud, City Brain

will be the only artificial intelligence system in the world that can achieve real-time
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analysis of city-wide videos. The transportation module has already been in use since
September on Hangzhou. Test data shows that, through the intelligent regulation of
traffic lights, traffic flow on the street has improved 3 to 5 percent on average, and
even up to 11 percent on some sections of the road.

It’s just the beginning. City Brain is an unprecedented experiment of bringing

artificial intelligence into city management.

bt 28 R

FEHTHUNZEAT HI2016 A K= £, HUMBUR % 6 2 2 B A E + RAH R R &
BT ANy ST R K BT .

Il T HOHRE R — A N TR RE A, BRI R B R By« B2 If il s
E. BEEEEIUNER—BEABRATEES NEHIEE R E .

BT 50 O PO A% Lo (5 BT B 2 OET N L B BOR, AT U Sl iy kA7 4 T ) SE AN
B, BBiE AT BRI IZE T RS

Il 7T Al R T 05— 2B R R S SR A S I B, B A . BRI AK .
AR B 3T A B A s R OR AT L “ PR gg” .

Pa BT L = RIS L B K AR SR e A 4, ST DR A A BRI — BE A% X A S AT 5
PN TR AER S, @R E TR MERMAAENE . MaBHE TR, WO
FEBER ST, ATl L RSCE R PR T3% E5%, B ERE T 11%.

RRETFIG . S8R K A — AN BT AR M55, e N T Re s AT B




ituational Oral Practice

I Complete the dialogue with the following sentences from the box.

A. Why have you got that kind of feeling?
B. Uphold our responsibility as an engineer.
C. Our second responsibility is to ourselves.

D. So we engineers cannot abandon our conscience and sense of responsibility.

Situation: 2017 4 5 A 5 HZIFE AR RS 12, TEALBHE R TR B a] 2017 J
B AT R AR TR IE T, AR SRR R (0 TR AT T4 0 B N TR B
FEHRAD R v TR SR s SR T AR i dr, SEREEH CRINL, 1Rk R
10 AR A A HROMERL Y 10 4 FE R TR RE R =224, /NERE AL,
JRAR A I AAEAR SRS T 0 AR I A e LA KR B i (4w o /

Mr. Wang: I really like Dr. Kai-Fu Lee’s speech and especially his three pieces of advice—how
not to miss the Age of AL, so that we can have the time of our life.

Mike: Me, too. It seemed that he was speaking not to lots of listeners but to me in person.

Mr. Wang: Well, his first is: Embrace Al, and align our career by betting on its inevitability.

Mike: Hmm. I’'m more interested in his second one. 1

Mr. Wang: That’s really important. In the age of Al I think engineers’ responsibilities are

equally sacred, or even greater.

Mike: 2

Mr. Wang: Because as top engineering graduates from a top school, during the Age of
Al, we are the ones with the power. But please remember what the world’s
greatest philosopher, Spiderman, said, “He who is with great power comes great
responsibility.”

Mike: I see. 3

Mr. Wang: Yes. Our first responsibilities are to our users. Try to make our product safe,

thoughtful, and usable. 4 Our final responsibility is to make the
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world a better place with our choices as an engineer.

Mike: And his last advice: Being in touch with our heart is also meaningful.

Mr. Wang: That’s true. All in all, it gave me a clear view about what Al should mean for

humanity.

Mike: Let’s take risks and make efforts. Be creative and inventive.

[ Work in groups to make a new dialogue according to the following situation.

Situation: [ £/ 10 4N, AT AC LK EERSE, HEEREZHH THAZE, AR

36

f9 10 4K HEad 2509 10 AR BELEFRATIE 4575 o POAAROREY 10 4RK0— N TR RERIIAX,
B ALRIRBIRHC. /NTEFIE 5E SRR 10 4R AR URTE . /

Useful Sentences for Reference

. In the next 10 years, Al will replace most factory workers, assistants, advisors, and agents. But Al

is not limited to simple jobs. Al will also replace many reporters, doctors, and teachers. Your Al
assistant will know better than you what you would like to eat tonight, where you should go on
vacation, and whom you should date with. K% 104F, AN THEREHRZCKZET) T, Bi#.,
JE AT Ay . (BT RERA SRR TR T AN TR RBESEIFZHEICE . BEAME
Uiie AREGN T RE BN BRR LU AR EE T RS- ARZ AT 4, URIZETR AR, ARAEER L 25

. In the next 10 years, all financial companies will be turned upside-down, with Al replacing traders,

bankers, accountants, research analysts, and insurance companies. R&¥ 10 4E, FFA &Rl ERE:
RARBMHE AR, AN TR RIS S 0L AR THR G L S0Pl b L FERE 2828 N .

. But it doesn’t stop there. In 10 years, mechanical Al will become reliable. Al will be safer at driving

cars than people. Robots will grow up and they will be able to cook, wash, clean and handle all the
household drudgery for us. IBAT 2, 10 FJGHLBALH N TE B LB E e, ATH
ftiz H7E A S B 3k L AR B s e 4z Mlas NRrEfl, o, vEAI . M, #
By NS P KA 5555 8

. In 10 years, because Al will make so much money for humanity, we will enter the Age of Plenty,

making strides to eradicate poverty and hunger, and giving all of us more spare time and freedom to
do what we love. 10 4F)5, FRATRHFEA—AE REE-BHR, B ATERER LI ABIEE K
AU (EL, FEBDFRATTIHBRZA S AU . FA 19 I AL A BE 2 I TR oy, RASRAT 1222 (M 315

. In 10 years, because Al will replace half of human jobs, we will enter the Age of Confusion, and

many people will become depressed as they lose the jobs and the corresponding self-actualization.
And many of you will become parents concerned with how to improve education in order to prevent
your children from being replaced by AL 10 4FJ5, FRAPER#E A —AMEERREERML, FWAT
BREH SRR AR TAE, RZ KPR, AR A FRIBME A 7RATY
PIRZ NN R K, R EHEZ IR THE TS, DU A T T REHU




